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Instructor: Dr: Kelly Cunningham	
Office: xxx	Email: kcunningham@bentley.edu
Office Hours: M/W 2:00-3:30pm (in person), Tuesdays 12:00pm-2:00pm (via Zoom) 

Course Description: 
In this course we will survey several traditions of philosophy from Eastern and Southern Asia by reading and discussing foundational and contemporary texts in Asian philosophy. Over the course of the semester, students will encounter philosophy from China, Japan, and India and develop a basic familiarity with Daoism, Confucianism, Buddhism, and Darshana.  In addition to encountering primary texts from the ancient times in which these philosophical perspectives originate, we will also engage with contemporary interpretations of these ideas. Other course materials include two films and a novella that engage with the key themes and/or provides historical context for the philosophical traditions covered in this course. Though this course is focused on philosophy from one geographic region, students will also think deeply about broader philosophical questions about identity, reality, the relationship between law and morality, and how one should live. 
Course Expectations:
This is an intro-level course, which means students are not expected to have prior philosophical knowledge. However, you are expected to… 
1. Complete the readings before class on the day they are assigned and complete assignments when they are due. See the course schedule at the end of this syllabus for details about the amount of reading and assignments in this course. 
2. Be respectful and curious! Some of the topics we cover in this course are controversial and all of them are difficult. Spirited debate and sincere inquiry are encouraged, but disrespectful behavior and ingenuine arguments (toward your instructor or your classmates) will be addressed immediately. 
3. Attend class meetings and participate! Philosophy works best when we exchange ideas, ask questions, and think through them together. Participation involves sharing your perspectives during discussions, asking and answering questions, being attentive to lectures and your classmates’ contributions, and completing in-class work thoughtfully.  
4. Reach out via email or come to office hours if you have questions about the course material, your grade, or assignments. (If you are reading this closely on the first day, stop by Professor Cunningham’s office and make a note of what is taped to the window for a bonus point on your first reading quiz.) Office hours are times I’ve set aside for my students drop in without making an appointment, so don’t be shy! 
5. Inform me if you are struggling to complete assignments or anticipate needing an extension. Communicating sooner rather than later helps me help you. 
In this course, you can expect me to… 
1. Answer emails within 48 hours during the week (M-F). I try to stay off my email after 8pm, so anything received after that time will be responded to the following morning. I check my email less frequently on weekends, so if you email me after 8pm on Friday it is likely that you will not get a response until Monday morning. Depending on the nature of your inquiry, I may suggest we meet during office hours. (FERPA regulations limit what I can say about grades, and it can be difficult to do philosophy over email!)
2. Be available during my scheduled office hours (or by appointment) to answer questions about the course material or assignments, help with course-related work, or even just chat about a philosophical idea you’re interested in!. 
3. Communicate any changes to the syllabus or my office hours schedule via our course weekly announcement on Brightspace, which will be posted on Monday mornings. 
4. Look over drafts or outlines of your assignments for this course, provided a reasonable time frame (I usually require at least 48 hours to read and comment on a draft/ assignment before a meeting). You can also bring outlines or ideas to office hours or appointment to discuss them if you are in the planning stages. 
5. Return grades for assignments and update the gradebook on Brightspace in a timely manner. Barring exceptional circumstances, I usually grade major assignments within 10 days of the due date. 
Course Objectives: 
This course aims to provide an opportunity for students to develop their…
· Abilities to describe and compare the beliefs and practices related to Chinese, Japanese, and Indian philosophy
· Knowledge of non-western philosophical traditions and their respective historical contexts
· Skills for deconstructing and thinking critically about challenging texts 
· Capacity for constructing and evaluating arguments in both written and verbal forms
Required Texts: These are texts we will read all or substantial sections of during the semester. Other texts on the syllabus will be available as PDF excerpts posted on Brightspace or through URL links in the course schedule. Films are accessible through the library or other free streaming services. If you face any challenges (including financial barriers) to acquiring these texts or films, please reach out to me. 
1. The Analects of Confucius translated by James Legge 
2. Zen Mind, Beginner’s Mind by Shunryu Suzuki
3. An Inquiry Into the Good by Kitarō Nishida
4. The Transposed Heads: A Legend of India by Thomas Mann

Grade Breakdown, Assessment Categories, and Assignments: 
Your final grade will be calculated based on the grades you earn for each of the categories in this course. I have indicated how these categories are assessed and the assignments associated with them below. I use the university’s standard grading scale for assigning letter grades at the end of the semester. 

Participation (10%): Learning in philosophy comes from reading, writing, and discussing texts with others, therefore, attendance and participation in this class is required. Your participation score will be assessed daily on a check -, check, check + scale, which will be noted on your exit-slips or other in-class work. Use of cell phones or other devices for non-class related purposes will adversely impact your participation score. I recognize that personal emergencies and unexpected obstacles to attendance may occasionally occur. For this reason, I allow three “no-questions-asked” absences over the course of the semester. If you are experiencing a situation where you will be missing more than three classes, please reach out to me or the appropriate university channels so that we can work together on a plan. 
Reading Notes (3 x 10%= 30%) Over the course of the semester you will are required to complete three (3) reading notes. There are seven (7) opportunities to do so, and all are indicated on the syllabus. You must submit at least one of these before week 7, but otherwise you are free to choose when to complete these assignments. A template and rubric for the reading notes is available on Brightspace. Reading notes are due the Tuesday prior to class at noon so that I am able to incorporate your questions about the text into my lesson plan for Wednesday.
Essay Exams (3x 15%= 45%) After each unit in the course you will complete an in-class written exam. These exams will contain several short answer questions related to the texts and concepts and three (3) open-ended essay type questions that will ask you to make an argument utilizing the texts and ideas covered during that unit. You only have to answer one of the open-ended questions. Questions and prompts for essay exams will be made available two weeks prior to the exam date. You are permitted to reference one 5x7 index card of notes during the essay exams. 
Final Exam (15%): The final exam will be a comprehensive overview of all material covered over the course of the semester. It will consist of three sections: defining core concepts, identifying and explaining key passages, and short response questions similar to those on seen on the essay exam. A study guide for the final exam will be made available two weeks prior to the final exam date and our last class meeting will be dedicated to review. The final exam is not open note. 
Extra Credit Policy: Extra credit opportunities outside of class require additional time and since not all students have equal access to leisure time, these kinds of extra credit tend to disadvantage student-parents, students who provide care for other family members, students who commute, and students who work. For this reason, I do not offer extra credit opportunities outside of class time. 
AI and Technology Use Policy 
Technology like tablets and laptops can be a distraction for both the user and others in the classroom. However, they are often essential for students with accessibility needs and may be the preferred notetaking method for some students. Similarly, AI programs like ChatGPT, Perplexity, and other large language models can be useful tools, but are also subject to errors and raise ethical concerns about academic integrity. On the first day of class, we will discuss and vote on what uses of AI and technology are accessible in the classroom and on assignments for this course. I will update this policy in the syllabus after  our discussion. Suspected violations of our policy will be reported to the university’s honors or academic integrity council and handled through their standard procedures. 
Accommodations and Other Campus Resources 
SDS supports students by facilitating the provisions of reasonable accommodations as determined by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. SDS will seek to go beyond compliance through education, advocacy, and strong partnerships with NEIU faculty and staff.
Student Disability Services (SDS) is committed to providing students with disabilities equitable access to NEIU’s educational and co-curricular opportunities so students may fully participate in the life of the University. Student Disability Services (SDS) academic accommodations are available to students with diverse physical, learning, medical, mental health and sensory disabilities.  Please see their website for more information: https://www.neiu.edu/student-life/current-students/student-disability-services
Contact information for other campus resources can be found here: https://www.neiu.edu/student-life/current-students
University Policies & Procedures
The Northeastern Student Handbooks provide a reference for all students, faculty and administrative staff regarding policies, procedures and regulations in various areas of campus life. All Northeastern students are responsible for reading, understanding and adhering to all policies and regulations outlined in the Student Handbooks. A new version of the handbooks is digitally published each academic year.
Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) Compliance Reminder 
To protect student privacy, FERPA guidelines state that professors should only discuss grades via secure platforms, which do not include email. I will regularly discuss If you would like to discuss your grades, please come to office hours or email me to make an appointment.  

Course Schedule:
All readings or videos should be completed prior to class on the day they are assigned. All breaks are indicated in bold purple and major assignment deadlines are indicated in bold orange. 
	Week/ Topic
	Assigned Readings/ Videos
	Assignments & Reminders

	Week 1: 
Syllabus, Course Introductions, 
Begin Unit 1: Chinese Philosophy 
	M: No Readings, Syllabus Day

W: Read Chapters 1-15 of The Dao De Jing
	

	Week 2: 
Unit 1: Chinese Philosophy: Daoism
	M: No Class, Labor Day

W: Read Chapters 16-27 of The Dao De Jing
	Wednesday: Option #1 for Reading Notes Assignment

	Week 3: 
Unit 1: Chinese Philosophy:  Daoism continued 
	M: Read sections 6 & 7 of  Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy entry on Daoism: https://iep.utm.edu/daoismdaoist-philosophy/ and “The Parable of the Fishes”, “The Butterfly Dream”, from The Zhuang Zi

W: Read Sections 1 &2 of Standford Encyclopedia of Philosophy entry on Confucius: https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/confucius/ + Chapters I-VII of The Confucian Analects 


	Wednesday: Option #2 for Reading Notes Assignment

	Week 4: 
Unit 1: Chinese Philosophy: Confucianism
	M: Read Chapters VIII-XX of The Confucian Analects

W: Read pages 14-38 (“The Life of Mencius”) in The Works of Mencius
	Prompt for In Class Essay Exam #1 Available

Wednesday: Option #3 for Reading Notes Assignment

	Week 5: 
Unit 1: Chinese Philosophy: Confucianism continued 
	M: Read Book I (pages 125-150) 

W: Read: “Xin, Trust, and Confucian Ethics” by Cecilia Wee
	

	Week 6: 
Unit 1: Wrapping up Chinese Philosophy 
	M: Read: “The Four Noble Truths” PDF on Brightspace 

W: In Class Essay Exam #1
	

	Week 7:
Unit 2: Japanese Philosophy: Shintoism  
	M: Watch: Ikiru 

W: Read The Kojiki: An Account of Ancient Matters translated by Gustav Heldt, Preface + Book One pages 7-18
	Wednesday: Option #4 for Reading Notes Assignment

	Week 8: 
Unit 2: Japanese Philosophy: Zen Buddhism
	M: The Zen Koan: Its History and Use in Rinzai Zen, Part One pages 17-34 

W: Read Zen Mind, Beginner’s Mind Part One pages 25- 36 and Part Two pages 53-65
	Prompt for In Class Essay Exam #2 Available

	Week 9: 
Unit 2: Japanese Philosophy: Zen Buddhism + Modern Japanese Philosophy
	M: Read Zen Mind, Beginner’s Mind Part Two, pages 86- 92, Part Three pages 110-116 and 125-132

W: Read An Inquiry Into the Good by Kitarō Nishida Part I, Pages 1-30
	Wednesday: Option #5 for Reading Notes Assignment

	Week 10:
Unit 2: Wrapping up Japanese Philosophy: Modern Japanese Philosophy 

	M: Read An Inquiry Into the Good by Kitarō Nishida Part III, pages 100-132

W: In-Class Essay Exam #2
	

	Week 11:
Unit 3: Indian Philosophy: The Upanishads 
	M: Watch the film Out of India

W: Read pages 1-30 in The Upanishads translated by Swami Paramanada (Introduction+ Isa-Upanishad I-VI)
	Wednesday: Option #6 for Reading Notes Assignment



	Week 12:
Unit 3: Indian Philosophy
	M: Read The Dhammapada Chapters 1-6

W: Read The Dhammapada Chapters 19-26
	Prompt for In Class Essay Exam #3 Available

Wednesday: Option #7 for Reading Notes Assignment

	Week 13:
Unit 3: Indian Philosophy
	M: Read The Transposed Heads Chapters:

W: No Class, Thanksgiving Break
	Study guide for final exam available 


	Week 14:

Unit 3: Indian Philosophy
	M: Finish The Transposed Heads, Chapters: 

W: In-Class Essay Exam #3
	

	Week 15: 
 Finish The Transposed Heads & Review
	M: Review for Final Exam

W: No Class, Finals Reading Day 
	Review Study Guide for Final Exam 

	Finals Week: 
	Check Final Exam Schedule for Day/Time of Final Exam
	Prepare for Final Exam! 




Grade Breakdown

Participation 	Reading Notes	Essay Exams	Final Exam 	10	30	45	15	
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